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The Caribbean

Where are we?

Who are we?



The Caribbean & SCD

Is SCD important to 
the Caribbean?

Is the Caribbean 
important to SCD?



Advocacy in the Past Decade

• National & Regional cooperation
• Jamaica Sickle Cell Support Foundation, Shak’s Hope, Sickle Cell Unit & Sickle Cell Trust
• Caribbean Network of Researchers in Sickle Cell Disease and Thalassemia

• Implementation of newborn screening and early childhood care
• Cuba, Guadeloupe
• Jamaica
• Tobago, Grenada
• Trinidad, Haiti, Antigua, Guyana
• The French territories through European funds in the framework of a European territorial 

cooperation program (INTERREG Caribbean) supports NBS in small island states

• Integration of SCD care into public health as an important aspect of Maternal 
and Child Health and a major Chronic Non-communicable Disease
• Sickle Cell Technical Working Group, MOHW, Jamaica



Challenges Facing SCD Advocacy 

• Isolation (Geography, Languages, History)

• Impact of political changes

• Framework
• COSCA (Caribbean Organisation of Sickle Cell Associations)

• Now defunct

• Funding
• Not dependent solely on charismatic individual



How can patients and patient organizations 
advance SCD advocacy for the future?

• Organize

• Use of technology

• Locate, understand, educate and 
motivate the seats of power

• Move public opinion



Thank You!

• The mountains ahead can be 
climbed

• Just look back at how far we 
have come and give thanks
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